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Simply put, Ethiopia is undoubtedly one of Africa’s most productive, rewarding and off the beaten track 
destinations. Awe-inspiring scenery, iconic mammals, plus some striking ancient buildings and 
cultures, make Ethiopia a dream destination! Situated within the Great Rift Valley and believed to be 
the cradle of humankind, Ethiopia is a melting pot of Eastern, Western and African cultures, matured 
into a fabulous mixture of races, religions, tribes and languages. 

 
TOUR AT A GLANCE 

Day Date Location Accommodation 

01 14 Oct Addis Ababa Sheraton Hotel  

02 15 Oct Bahir Dar Avanti Blue Nile Resort  

03 16 Oct Bahir Dar Avanti Blue Nile Resort  

04 17 Oct Simien Mountain National Park Simien Lodge  

05 18 Oct Simien Mountain National Park Simien Lodge  

06 19 Oct Gondar Mayleko Lodge  

07 20 Oct Lalibela Mountain View Hotel  

08 21 Oct Lalibela Mountain View Hotel 

09 22 Oct Axum Sabean Hotel  

10 23 Oct Langano Sabana Resort  

11 24 Oct Bale Mountains Dinsho Bale Mountains Lodge  

12 25 Oct Bale Mountains Sanetti  Bale Mountains Lodge  

13 26 Oct Lake Awassa Haile Resort  

14 27 Oct Depart  

 
DATES AND PRICES 

Costs are based on 6 and limited to a maximum of 10 participants  

Per adult in double room 14 -27 Oct 2018 US$ 7,850.00 

Single Supplement 14 - 27 Oct 2018  US$ 1,100.00 

 

INCLUDES 

 Accommodation as per the itinerary 
 Meals from dinner on day 1 to lunch on day 14 
 Flights as specified and airport assistance 
 Ground transportation 
 Reserve entrance fees 
 Boat hire fee 
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 Activities as specified (unless stipulated as optional) 
 Services of a specialist Bellingham Safaris Tour Leader 
 Local staff gratuities 
 Resident English speaking guide 

EXCLUDES 

 Drinks (unless otherwise stipulated) 
 Items of personal nature 
 Visa fees (please be sure to check if visas are required) 
 Travel Insurance 
 Excess baggage costs 
 Changes to the itinerary 
 Special gratuities 
 Any items not included in the inclusions above 

DAILY DETAIL 

Day 1, 14 Oct 2018 Addis Ababa 

On arrival in Addis Ababa you will be met by your guide who will transfer you to your hotel where you 
will be able to rest and recuperate before the start of your Ethiopian adventure. If time allows you will 
enjoy a city tour including visits to Entoto Hills, some of the city's more spectacular cathedrals and the 
National Museum, where you will see among other exhibits, the bones of 'Lucy'. 

 

PHOTO CREDIT: SHERATON HOTEL 

 

 
  Overnight: Sheraton Hotel 
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Day 2 & 3, 15 & 16 Oct 2018 Bahir Dar 

Day 2: Today you will catch a flight to the beautiful lake side city if Bahir Dar, situated on the shores 
of Lake Tana. Your flight will take you over rural villages, mountain passes with stunning vistas and 
get your first glimpse of the impressive city of Bahir Dar.  You will head out on Lake Tana to the Zege 
Peninsula and its famous monasteries. While on board your private boat, keep an eye out for a variety 
of bird species and the traditional tankwa crossing the lake. After a short hike through local villages 
and coffee farms, you reach the monastery of Ura Kidane Meret, it is home to an important collection 
of crosses and crowns dating back to the 16th century. The painted maqdas, colourful and well-
preserved, tell stories of the Ethiopian saints. The second monastery you will visit, Azwa Maryam. 

Day 3: This morning you will visit the Blue Nile Falls which is considered by many as one of the most 
spectacular falls in Africa. When in full flood the falls are quite impressive at 400m wide and 45m high. 
The falls are a fascinating site with some spectacular bird watching on the easy 30-min walk to the 
viewpoint. Hippos and crocodiles are occasionally spotted on the banks of the river.  This afternoon 
you will get to enjoy a visit to the vibrant market of Bahir Dar. 

 
Overnight: Avanti Blue Nile Resort 

Day 4 & 5, 17 & 18 Oct 2018 Simien Mountain National Park 

Day 4: Today you make your way by road via Gondar to the highest hotel in Africa situated at 3260 
meters. Here you explore the mountains in search of the key mammal species found in the Simien 
Mountains National Park. These verdant moorlands encompass the largest single area of Afro alpine 
habitat in the world, forming "an island of mountains in a sea of lowlands", truly a dream destination.  
You have time to explore the spectacular landscapes of the Simien Mountains National Park. These, 
the highest mountains in Ethiopia, provide a dramatic backdrop as you seek two of the country’s most 
endangered mammals; the Gelada Baboon and magnificent Walia Ibex. 

PHOTO CREDIT: SIMIEN MOUNTAIN NATIONAL PARK BY LARRY JACKSON 

Day 5: This World Heritage Site with its jagged skyline and blocks of volcanic core rock standing tall 
against the Tekeze lowlands was once described by a nineteenth century traveller as a place where 
“Greek gods play chess”.  Today you will visit the Jinbar Falls, which fall about 550m to the bottom of 
the gorge and en route get to spend time with Ethiopia’s endemic mammal; the Gelada. 
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Troops of Geladas, up to four hundred strong thrive here, and you will spend quality time observing 
these unique and fascinating primates. With long woolly capes, tasselled tails, bare red chests and an 
arrogant swagger, these last relics of once widespread grass-eating baboons, are now endemic to the 
highlands of Ethiopia. Geladas roost on the massive cliffs that dominate this park, but spend their days 
hunched over the grasses that form the bulk of their diet. Despite sporting massive canines (the 
largest in proportion to body size of any mammal!), Geladas are non-aggressive and with patience you 
may sometimes find yourselves in amongst a troop of Geladas as they concentrate on foraging. You 
may be treated to a formidable lip-flip - the imposing grimace put on by Geladas to reveal their 
impressive upper jaw and canines, but more likely you will be completely ignored as they go about 
their daily business. Geladas are extremely vocal, being able to pronounce all nouns and five of our 
seven vowels. Younger animals are active and playful and you will no doubt be well entertained by 
their antics. Your time spent with these gentle grass-eaters might very well be the highlight of your 
Ethiopian adventure.  

PHOTO CREDIT: GELADA BY LARRY JACKSON  

Deeper in the park, you may scan the steepest cliffs and highest peaks for the endemic Walia Ibex, an 
impressive member of the goat family, that has been seen by very few wildlife enthusiasts. The Simien 
Mountains will also provide you with chances for encountering Ethiopian Wolf as well as Serval, 
Menelik’s Bushbuck, Klipspringer, Guereza Colobus, Rock Hyrax and two endemic rat species. The 
mountains are also home to 16 bird species endemic to Eritrea and/or Ethiopia as well as an important 
population of the rare and beautiful Bearded Vulture that can frequently be seen gliding along the cliffs 
here.  

PHOTO CREDIT: WALIA IBEX BY LARRY JACKSON 
 



 

 

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS SCHEDULED EXPEDITION - ETHIOPIA 2018 

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS | Tel: +27-(0)21-783-4380 | www.bellinghamsafaris.com 

6 

 
Overnight: Simien Lodge 

Day 6, 19 Oct 2018 Gondar 

Today you make your way to Gondar where you enjoy the scenic landscapes and pass by Felasha 
village, home to an interesting black Jewish population. This afternoon you will have time to marvel at 
the complex of astonishing medieval castles, palaces, churches, banqueting halls, baths and libraries. 
The city of Gondar was founded in 1636 by Ethiopian emperor Fasiladas and became Ethiopia’s 
principal cultural centre and a major market for trade. Flanked by twin mountain streams at an 
altitude of more than 2,300 meters, Gondar commands spectacular views over farmlands to the 
gleaming waters of Lake Tana, which you may glimpse 35 kilometres to the south. 

The city retains an atmosphere of antique charm mingled with an aura of mystery where an extensive 
compound near its centre contains the hulking ruins of a group of imposing castles - like an African 
Camelot. 

PHOTO CREDIT: ADIAM SEGHED IYASU’S CASTLE, FASILIDES’ CASTLE COMPLEX BY LARRY JACKSON 

 

 
  Overnight: Mayleko Lodge 

Day 7 & 8, 20 & 21 Oct 2018 Lalibela 

Day 7: Today you fly to Lalibela, home to the 12th century hand-carved rock churches of King Lalibela 
(1181 - 1221), after whom the town is named.  Here you will explore the unique 12th century 
monolithic churches, carved out of solid rock, now appropriately considered one of the wonders of the 
world! At the end of the 12th and beginning of the 13th centuries King Lalibela of the Zaghwe dynasty 
excavated a series of rock hewn churches, “the New Jerusalem” as he called it. There are eleven 
churches in this town, with more in the surrounding countryside. All are currently in use. It is 
estimated that the churches took 25 years to construct, using an enormous labour force. 

Here you will explore the first group of churches of Lalibela (UNESCO World Heritage Site) which are 
found northeast of a stream named the ‘River Jordan’. 

 



 

 

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS SCHEDULED EXPEDITION - ETHIOPIA 2018 

BELLINGHAM SAFARIS | Tel: +27-(0)21-783-4380 | www.bellinghamsafaris.com 

7 

Options are: 

The twin churches of Debra Sina and Bete Golgotha with Selassie Chapel 

 Bete Miriam (the house of St. Mary) 
 Bete Meskal (the house of Cross) 
 Bete Denagel (the house of Virgins) 
 Bete Gabriel- Raphael (The house of Archangels) 
 Bete Merquorios (House of Mercurious) 
 Bete Emmanuel (the house of Emanuel) 
 Bete Abba Libanos (the house of Aba Libanose) 
 Bete Giorgis (the house of St. George) 

PHOTO CREDIT: KATHY MILFORD 

Day 8: Today you have the opportunity to set off on foot (or on mule) for the steep climb up to the 
semi monolithic church of Ashetun Mariam. Hewn out of the rock to the east of Lalibela village, this 
ridge-top church built at an altitude of 3150 metres affords spectacular views of the surrounding 
rugged countryside. This 13th century monastery is situated about 8 km from Lalibela. The steep road 
to this monastery has very beautiful scenery and is truly rewarding to experience. 

 
Overnight: Mountain View Hotel 

Day 9, 22 Oct 2018 Axum 

Today you will transfer to the airport where you will wing your way to Axum in northern Ethiopia. 
Axum, is the ancient capital of Ethiopia, and according to local legend, home to Queen Sheba and the 
current resting place of the Ark of Covenant. On arrival you will have the opportunity to explore the 
great city and all its ancient relics. You will be taking an exciting and historic tour of Museums and 
Cathedrals. In the late afternoon you will visit the famous ‘Stelae field’. The North Stelae Park contains 
over 120 stelae, each made of a single piece of granite and stand as high as 82 feet.  

 
Overnight: Sabean Hotel 
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Day 10, 23 Oct 2018 Langano 

Today you fly back to Addis Ababa where you will transfer to Langano, from where you can enjoy 
views of the 4,000m Arsi Mountains in the background. 

You will spend the late afternoon exploring the wonders of the lake surrounds where pods of lazing 
Hippopotamus are sometimes seen in deeper water and the mammoth Goliath Heron stalk through the 
shallows, before taking in a breath-taking sunset. 

There is the option to swim here.  

 
Overnight: Sabana Resort 

Day 11, 24 Oct 2018 Bale Mountains Dinsho 

Today you continue to the world famous Bale Mountains National Park. A permanent feature of driving 
through Ethiopia is that you always have the chance of observing the farmers along the roadside, 
engaging in century-old farming methods with their animals – only now is this very gradually changing 
in a few areas.  

You pass through Dinsho, the Bale Mountains National Park headquarters, where you will look for 
Mountain Nyala now entirely restricted to the Bale Mountain massif, the Menelik race of Bushbuck, 
Warthog, Bohor Reedbuck and perhaps even the lovely Serval that hunts the huge variety of rodents 
that occur in the area. Birds that occur here include a number of endemics like the smart Spot-
breasted Lapwing, unusually relaxed Rouget’s Rail and Blue-winged Goose – all most easily seen in 
these mountains.  

PHOTO CREDIT: BOHOR REEDBUCK BY LARRY JACKSON 

 
Overnight: Bale Mountains Lodge 
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Day 12, 25 Oct 2018 Bale Mountains Sanetti Plateau 

Today will be a day of great contrasts and amazing scenery. You will depart early and ascend the Bale 
Mountain massif onto the Sanetti Plateau, which lies between 3800m and 4377m above sea level. As 
you ascend you pass through a variety of vegetation zones, including a Tid or Juniper zone before the 
vegetation becomes lower as you get into the harsh high altitudes. Once you reach this unique 
plateau, you will be driving on Africa’s highest road, passing close to the summit of Ethiopia’s second 
highest mountain. 

This habitat is termed “Afro-alpine moorland”, and is characterized by Jibrra, or Giant Lobelias, which 
tower like monolithic giants over the rich tussock grasslands and extensive cushions of yellow 
Everlasting flowers. This site is an Important Bird Area of immense significance, supporting seven 
globally threatened species and nearly all of Ethiopia’s Highland biome species. 

The grasslands are estimated to support an incredible biomass of 4,000kg of rodents per hectare. This 
obviously attracts an array of raptors and you should see Steppe and Golden Eagles, Augur Buzzard 
and elegant Pallid Harrier courting over this green sea. They share this abundant food source with the 
plateau’s most celebrated resident, the Ethiopian or Simien Wolf, crowned with the unenviable title of 
“the world’s rarest canid.” Watching these vibrantly coloured animals, most closely related to the 
European Timber Wolf, exhibiting their hunting prowess whilst pouncing on Giant Mole-rats (another 
endemic to the Sanetti Plateau), is surely amongst Africa’s greatest wildlife experiences. You should 
enjoy excellent photographic opportunities in this unique montane wonderland.  

PHOTO CREDIT: ETHIOPIAN WOLF BY LARRY JACKSON 
 

 
Overnight: Bale Mountains Lodge 

Day 13, 26 Oct 2018 Lake Awassa 

Today you head to the remarkable Lake Awassa which is particularly rich in fish and you will find large 
numbers of dishevelled Marabou Stork and other birds. Photographic opportunities are unrivalled. 

 
Overnight: Haile Resort 
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Day 14, 27 Oct 2018 Day of Departure 

This morning you will stop over at the Awassa fish market before driving back to Addis Ababa, where 
your will bid farewell to your tour leader and guide and your tour with us concludes, and you catch 
your onward flight home.   

Post tour accommodation in Addis Ababa can be booked on request at an extra cost.   

 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 
Payment 
In the event of a go ahead we will require a non-refundable 30% deposit and the balance to be 
settled 2 months prior to arrival. 

We may have to impose more stringent payment and cancellation terms, should that be demanded 
of us by any of our individual suppliers that have been included in your itinerary. 

The tour price is always fixed in the currency quoted, and the actual cost in the other currencies will 
be adjusted according to prevailing exchange rates at the time of final invoicing (payments can be 
made either in USD or ZAR). We use the exchange rate of the day with a 3% margin (the typical 
exchange rate applied by credit card companies), using this source: http://www.oanda.com – the 
currency quoted is plugged into the “Currency I Want” and the INTERBANK +/- is adjusted to 3% 
automatically generating the rate of the day. Guests are given 7 days to process with wire, after which 
we may need to update the exchange rate. 

Please note 
 Upon confirmation of this tour, the cancellation policy for Bellingham Safaris will be effective 

immediately and the parties agree to be bound by the Terms and Conditions as stated in our 
booking form. In the event of the Booking Form not being signed, the placement of any booking/s, 
by any means including e-mail, shall be deemed to be confirmation that the Terms and Conditions 
have been read, understood, any queries have been addressed to the satisfaction of the 
parties and that the parties agree to be bound by thereto. 

 Rates quoted are subject to change if there are any increases in park fees, fuel, sales tax or 
VAT, third-party services, currency fluctuations or any other circumstances beyond our control. We 
will use our best endeavours to bring such changes to your attention, but you are nevertheless 
bound thereby. 

 Accommodation: Although we use the best hotels available these do rate as 3 star by Western 
Standards in some of the more remote areas. 

 Prices are subject to unforeseen increases in tour related costs. Should an amendment in a 
routing or itinerary be necessary, we will adjust the price but such adjustment will be for your 
account. 

 If the number of nights or dates of travel or number of participants should change, this may 
have an effect on the cost. We will re-cost accordingly and you agree to be bound by such re-
costing. 

 Please be sure to carefully check your visa requirements before your intended date of travel, as 
Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the necessary visa requirements not be 
fulfilled. Please remember that in some cases you may need to apply for a multiple 
entry visa. Please be sure to carefully check your passport requirements before your 
intended date of travel, as Bellingham Safaris cannot be held responsible should the 
necessary number of blank pages and passport validity dates not be fulfilled. 
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 Please consult your physician before you travel for advice on vaccinations and prophylaxis. 
 Bellingham Safaris strongly advises that you take out comprehensive travel insurance covering 

yourself for personal effects, cancellation and curtailment. Personal accident, medical and 
emergency travel expense insurance is mandatory on any of our tours. Some activities and 
services may have weight and/or height restrictions per guest. For the sake of your own 
comfort, please advise us at time of booking if you are particularly bulky or tall and we will do our 
best to accommodate you. Please note additional costs may apply. 

 Luggage restrictions are applicable including the use of hard suitcases. Details of luggage 
restrictions per region are available on our pre-departure documentation. Please peruse all flight 
information supplied by the airline concerned. 

 Some flights may involve stops before reaching the final destination. Please check your itinerary 
and all flight information supplied by the airline concerned. 

 Although we will try to stick as closely to the itinerary as possible and include all the activities 
mentioned there may be changes due to weather or other unforeseen circumstances. Flights, 
times and routes are subject to change without notice. Please make sure that you are aware 
of the check-in times for flights and give yourself ample time in this regard. 

 Please advise us prior to booking should you have any health concerns. Also please notify us if 
your age is above 80 as you may require a doctor’s certificate. 

 There may be some age restrictions with certain activities, most notably canoe rides and 
walking. 

 All accommodations, activities and other services are subject to availability at the time of 
booking. 
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